The Chapel of
The Transfiguration

A Liturgy for the
Laying on of Hands
and Eucharist

Tuesday 7*" October 2025
7.45 a.m.



About This Service

We are delighted to welcome to the Chapel of the Transfiguration the candidates for
confirmation, together with their families and friends, for this Service of Confirmation.
We rejoice with them at this important step in their journey of faith.

Baptism marks the beginning of a life with God, a response to his love in Christ. It is
a joyful moment as candidates, parents, godparents, and sponsors give thanks, make
promises, and declare their faith, surrounded by the support and prayers of the wider
Church community. It also gives us all the chance to remember our own baptism and
reflect on our calling as Christians.

In this service we are reminded of the signs of our faith: the cross of Christ, water
that speaks of dying to sin and rising to new life, and light that conquers darkness.
Confirmation is the moment when those who have been baptized affirm their faith
for themselves, and the bishop, through prayer and the laying on of hands, asks God
to strengthen them with the gift of the Holy Spirit, that they may live as faithful
disciples of Christ.

Jesus said, “I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.”
(John 10:10)

The preacher and celebrant this morning is
The Rt. Rev'd Dushantha Rodrigo, Bishop of Colombo
Please ensure that all mobile phones are on its silent setting.
Please refrain from video recording or taking photographs of any parts of the service

Please remain silent before the Service

Music before the Service

Choral Prelude on ‘Down Ampney’ (Come Down O Love Divine)
Richard Popplewell (b.1935)



Order of Service

The Confirmands, together with the Clergy and the Bishop of Colombo,
gather at the West Door.
The Congregation stands as the Cross appears from the West End of the Chapel.

The Bishop of Colombo says,

“In Samaria, the Spirit had not come upon them; they had only been baptised in
the name of the Lord Jesus. Then Peter and John laid their hands on them and they
received the Holy Spirit.”

Acts 8: 16-17

Blessed be God
Blessed be God’s reign forever. Amen.

The candidates say,

Having had instructions in the faith we who have been baptised
as full members of the Church of God, and now having come to an age of
reason, seek Holy Confirmation and reception in responsible membership
of the church, and to live as authentic disciples of Jesus Christ.

The Bishop continues,

Sisters and brothers, by God’s own initiative and grace in Christ, through the sign of
baptism and in the power of the Holy Spirit we become God'’s people, the Church.
Today, of your own free will, you will publicly renounce evil and profess your faith in
Christ and the Holy Trinity and by the sign of the laying on of hands and anointing
in Holy Confirmation; the Holy Spirit is stirred within us to strengthen us to a new
life to be witnesses of Christ’s Good News.

The candidates say,

We accept the offer of God’s grace
and for our own growth within the Christian Community.



Processional Hymn
during which the Bishop invites the Confirmands to come to the font and sign themselves
with water, with the sign of the cross. The Procession moves through the Nave to their
places and the altar is censed.
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All creatures of our God and King,

lift up your voice and with us sing,
Alleluia, alleluia!

Thou burning sun with golden beam,

thou silver moon with softer gleam:

O praise him, O praise him,
Alleluia, alleluia, allelluia!

Thou rushing wind that art so strong,
ye clouds that sail in heaven along,

O praise him, alleluia!
Thou rising morn, in praise rejoice;
ye lights of evening, find a voice:

Thou flowing water, pure and clear,

make music for thy Lord to hear,
Alleluia, alleluia!

Thou fire, so masterful and bright,

that givest man both warmth and light:



Choir only:
Dear mother earth, who day by day
unfoldest blessings on our way,
O praise him, alleluia!
The flowers and fruits that in thee grow,
let them his glory also show:

Let all things their creator bless,
and worship him in humbleness;
O praise him, alleluia!
Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son,
and praise the Spirit, Three in One:

Words: Francis of Assisi (1182-1226) Tune: Lasst Uns Erfreuen
German Origin, 1623
Descant: Christopher Gower (b.1939)

The Oil Lamp is lit by the Bishop and the representatives of the gathered community to
symbolise the light of Christ.

All kneel
Prayers of Penitence

God the Father forgives us in Christ and heals us by the Holy Spirit.
Let us therefore put away all anger and bitterness, all slander and malice,
and confess our sins to God our redeemer.

Silence is kept

We confess to you our selfishness and lack of love: fill us with your Spirit.
Lord, have mercy.
The choir sings: Kyrie Eleison

We confess to you our fear and failure in sharing our faith: fill us with your Spirit.
Christ, have mercy.
Christe Eleison

We confess to you our stubbornness and lack of trust: fill us with your Spirit.
Lord, have mercy.
Kyrie Eleison



The Bishop gives the Absolution

May the Father forgive you by the death of his Son
and strengthen you to live in the power of the Spirit all your days.
Amen.

All stand to sing
Gloria

Glory be to God on high,

and in earth peace, good will towards men,

We praise thee we bless thee, we worship thee, we glorify thee.
We give thanks to thee for thy great glory, O Lord God,
heavenly King, God the Father Almighty.

O Lord, the only begotten Son, Jesus Christ;

O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father

that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.
Thou that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.
Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer.
Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father,

have mercy upon us.

For thou only art holy, thou only art the Lord:

thou only, O Christ,

with the Holy Spirit, art most high

in the glory of God the Father.

Amen.

Remain standing. The chaplain continues

The Collect for the Day

The Lord be with you
And with thy spirit

Let us pray

Heavenly Father;, who by thy Holy Spirit dost give new life unto thy faithful people
in the water of Baptism: strengthen us, we beseech thee, with the same Spirit; that
being born again, we may serve thee in faith and love, and grow into the full stature of
thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord; who liveth and reigneth with thee, in the unity of the
same Spirit, one God, world without end. Amen.



All sit

The Liturgy of the Word
Old Testament Reading

Now the word of the Lord came to me saying, ‘Before | formed you in the womb |
knew you, and before you were born | consecrated you; | appointed you a prophet
to the nations” Then | said, ‘Ah, Lord God! Truly | do not know how to speak, for |
am only a boy.” But the Lord said to me, ‘Do not say, “| am only a boy”; for you shall
go to all to whom | send you, and you shall speak whatever | command you. Do not
be afraid of them, for | am with you to deliver you, says the Lord.

Jeremiah 1. 4-8
This is the Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

New Testament Reading

Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in
God’s sight, and like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be
a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.
For it stands in scripture:

‘See, | am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious;
and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame!
To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe,

‘The stone that the builders rejected has become the very head of the corner’,
and ‘A stone that makes them stumble, and a rock that makes them fall.
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do.

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in
order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness
into his marvellous light.

Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people;
once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.
1 Peter 2. 4-10
This is the Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God



All stand to sing

Gradual Hymn

Ye that know the Lord is gracious,
ye for whom a corner-stone
stands, of God elect and precious,
laid that ye may build thereon,
see that on that sure foundation
ye a living temple raise,
towers that may tell forth salvation,
walls that may re-echo praise.

Living stones, by God appointed
each to his allotted place,
kings and priests, by God anointed,
shall ye not declare his grace?
Ye, a royal generation,
tell the tidings of your birth,
tidings of a new creation
to an old and weary earth.

Tell the praise of him who called you
out of darkness into light,
broke the fetters that enthralled you,
gave you freedom, peace and sight:
tell the tale of sins forgiven,
strength renewed and hope restored,
till the earth, in tune with heaven,
praise and magnify the Lord.

Words: Cyril Arlington (1872-1955) Tune: Hyfrydol
Rowland Pritchard (1811-87)



Remain standing and face the Gospel
The Gospel Reading

Choir:  Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia
All repeat:
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Choir: ~ Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful people
and kindle in them the fire of your love.
Alleluia.

The Lord be with you
And with thy spirit

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to
St. Mark, 1t Chapter, beginning at the 14™ verse
Glory be to thee, O Lord

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of
God, and saying, ‘The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent,
and believe in the good news!

As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew
casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. And Jesus said to them, ‘Follow
me and | will make you fish for people And immediately they left their nets and
followed him. As he went a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his
brother John, who were in their boat mending the nets. Immediately he called them;
and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men, and followed him.

Mark 1. 14-20
At the end,
This is the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
Praise be to thee, O Christ
Remain standing until invited to be seated
Sermon
given by

The Rt. Revd. Dushantha Rodrigo
Bishop of Colombo



The Liturgy of Confirmation
Presentation of the Candidates
All stand

The Chaplain and the Assistant Chaplain, present the candidates to the Bishop saying,

Bishop Dushantha,
we present these candidates for the laying on of hands.

The Bishop says,

You are now to be confirmed: in love God will clothe you in a new life;

As a sign that you are ready to commit yourself in Faith to the service of Christ and
the Church after having attained an age of reason. | urge you and others here present,
to declare your Faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, the Faith in which every Christian is
initiated into the Universal Church, to love God with your very being, to fight against
the power of evil, and to repent of all your past lapses.

Do you turn to Christ?
Candidates: [ turn to Christ

Do you repent of your sins?
Candidates: | repent of my sins

Do you renounce evil?

Candidates: | renounce evil

Will you obediently keep God'’s holy will and commandments and walk in the same
all the days of your life?
Candidates: | will, by God’s help

10



The Bishop addresses the congregation,

Affirmation of Faith

Do you believe and Trust in God the Father, who made the world?
I believe and trust in God

Do you believe and Trust in God the Son, Jesus Christ, who redeemed humankind?
I believe and trust in the Lord Jesus Christ

Do you believe and trust in the Holy Spirit, who gives life to the people of God?
I believe and trust in the Holy Spirit

This is the faith of the Church

This is our faith.

We believe and trust in one God:

Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

All sit or kneel. The Bishop says

Let us pray in silence, for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon these

God’s Children who have declared their commitment
to Christ and God'’s Church.

A lengthy period of silence is kept

11



Remain kneeling. The choir sings

All sing

Words: Latin

The Litany of the Holy Spirit

Come, Holy Ghost, our souls inspire
And lighten with celestial fire;

Thou the anointing Spirit art,
Who dost thy sevenfold gifts impart.

Thy blessed unction from above

Is comfort, life, and fire of love;
Enable with perpetual light

The dullness of our mortal sight.

Anoint and cheer our soiled face
With the abundance of thy grace
Keep far our foes give peace at home;
Where thou art guide no ill can come.

Teach us to know the Father, Son,
And thee, of both, to be but one;
That through the ages all along
This may be our endless song:

Praise to thine eternal merit,

Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.

Paraphrased by John Cosin (1594-1672)

All sit

12

Music: Mode viii



Confirmation
The Bishop extends his hands towards those to be confirmed and says

Defend, O Lord, these your children with your heavenly grace,
that they may continue yours for ever,

and daily increase in your Holy Spirit more and more,

until they come to your everlasting Kingdom.

Amen.

As the candidates move up to be confirmed, parents and god-parents are requested to
accompany the candidate to the Bishop.

The Bishop sits and then lays his right hand on each candidate’s head anointing them
with chrism oil and saying

Servant of God, N., be sealed and strengthened daily with the gift of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

After all have been confirmed the congregation kneels
Prayers of Intercession
during which the following response is used

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer
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The newly confirmed stand and face the congregation and the Bishop says

The Welcome
| present to you:
Jehan De Alwis, Varun Adikaram
Ruvish Wickramarathna Jeron Swaris
Ezra Ganesh Jeffrey Jaden
Dihen Fernando Nethran Ratnam
Jamian Jayawardhana Nethen Ockersz
Dijon Paiva Yehen Galapatha
Chaniel Obeyesekere Shevaan Mathew
Joshua Aravindan Dilan Viraj
Tharusha Tennakoon Giyanka Wickremasinghe
Dihein Gunawardena Joshua Dabare
Arith Adikaram Tihan Wickramasinghe

the newly confirmed disciples of Jesus and the members of the Body of Christ.
Alleluial

We welcome you in the fellowship of faith,
we children of the same heavenly Father.
We welcome you!

The bells are rung and the congregation greets the newly confirmed with applause.

The Liturgy of the Sacrament

All stand
The Greeting of Peace

God has made us one in Christ.

He has set his seal upon us

and, as a pledge of what is to come,

has given the Spirit to dwell in our hearts.
The peace of the Lord be always with you
and also with you

14



Preparation of the Table
Offertory Hymn

during which the bread, wine and water are placed on the dltar,
and a collection is taken for the work of the chapel
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Come down, O Love divine,
seek thou this soul of mine,
and visit it with thine own ardour glowing;
O Comforter, draw near,
within my heart appear,
and kindle it, thy holy flame bestowing.

O let it freely burn,
till earthly passions turn
to dust and ashes in its heat consuming;
and let thy glorious light
shine ever on my sight,
and clothe me round, the while my path illuming.

Let holy charity
mine outward vesture be,
and lowliness become mine inner clothing:
true lowliness of heart,
which takes the humbler part,
and o’er its own shortcomings weeps with loathing.

15



And so the yearning strong,
with which the soul will long,
shall far outpass the power of human telling;
for none can guess its grace,
till he become the place
wherein the Holy Spirit makes his dwelling.

Words: Bianco da Siena (d.1734) Tune: Down Ampney
R. Vaughan Williams (1872-1958)

Remain standing to sing
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Remain standing

The Eucharistic Prayer

The Lord be with you
And with thy spirit

Lift up your hearts
We lift them up unto the Lord

Let us give thanks unto the Lord our God
It is meet and right so to do



It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and in all
places, give thanks unto thee, O Lord, Holy Father; Almighty, Everlasting God.

And now we give thee thanks

because by water and the Holy Spirit

thou hast made us a holy people in Jesus Christ our Lord,
thou dost raise us to new life in him

and renew in us the image of thy glory.

Therefore with Angels, and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven,
we laud and magnify thy glorious Name, evermore praising thee, and saying:

All sing

Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of hosts,
heaven and earth are full of thy glory.
Glory be to thee,

O Lord most high.

The people may prayerfully sit, kneel or remain standing

Holy indeed are you Almighty Father eternal Sovereign, who in all your gifts and
works manifests your holiness to all humanity. Holy is your Only Begotten Son Jesus
Christ, through whom you did order the universe. And Holy is your ever blessed
Spirit who reveals all things, even the deep things of you O God. Just as you your-
self are holy, so also you created us in your own image that we might live in holy
fellowship.

And when we disobeyed your commandments, you did not abandon us but you
guided us as a merciful Father; you revealed yourself to us through the Sages, the
Law and the Prophets, and through your redeeming acts in history, and when the
time was ripe, you came among us through your Son Jesus, whom you sent into the
world to share our human nature in order that the Lord Jesus might revive your
own image in us.

Generous God, Jesus loves us

and sacrificed himself for us

and heralded the new life

in breaking bread with companions.

17



On the very night that he was betrayed to suffer death upon the cross for us, the
Lord Jesus took bread and when he had given thanks to you Almighty Father, he
broke it and gave it to his disciples saying:

Take, eat, this is my body which is given for you.

Do this in remembrance of me.

In the same manner after supper, he took the cup also, and after giving thanks,
he gave it to them saying:

Drink, all of you from this,

for this is my blood of the new covenant

which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.

The Lord Jesus Christ is Saviour
Christ has died:

Christ is risen:

Christ will come again.

And so Father, we present this bread and cup in communion with your whole
church, in fellowship with (Blessed Mary, and .....) all the saints, and in union with all
creation we celebrate your Son’s death and victory; giving thanks for all that Christ
has done for us; for preparing us for all that lies ahead, we receive the benefits of
Christ’s life, death, resurrection and session in glory, and we eagerly await the heav-
enly banquet after Christ’'s coming again.

And we entreat you most merciful God to hear us and send your All Holy Spirit on
us and on these your gifts, that they being blessed and hallowed by that life giving
power, may be for us the Body and Blood of your most dearly loved Son, to the
end that we receiving the same may be sanctified and filled with your grace and
heavenly blessing.

Accept this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving;

make us one body in Jesus Christ our Lord,

by whom and with whom and in whom in the unity of

the Holy Spirit all honour and glory be to you Almighty Father,
world without end.

Amen.

18



Breaking of the Bread

The bread which we break is it not a sharing in the body of Christ?
We being many are one bread,
one body for we all partake of the one bread.
The Lord’s Prayer

As our Saviour Christ has taught us, we now pray

All sing

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come;

thy will be done;

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

the power and the glory,

for ever and ever.

Amen.

The celebrant continues

The peace of the Lord be always with you
and also with you.

The gifts of God for the people of God

The choir sings
Benedictus

Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Deep Silence

19



All sing
Agnus Dei
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Giving of Communion

The celebrant invites the people to receive the Holy Communion, saying

Draw near with faith and take this Holy Sacrament to your comfort.
Lord, | am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word and
I shall be healed.

All sit. The newly confirmed will move forward to receive communion first.
Please remain seated until invited to move out for communion by a college prefect.
If you receive communion in your own church, you are welcome to do so here.

During communion the choir sings

Anthems

A blessing in the name of the Father, the Son and the Sacred Spirit
The One and the Three.

May God give you to drink of his cup,
May the sun be bright upon you;
May the night call down peace upon you.

And when you come to his house-hold

May the door be open wide
For you to go into your joy.

20



Words: Celtic Prayer

Words: Psalm 23

Remain seated to sing

Music: Margaret Rizza (b.1929)
The Lord’s my Shepherd, I'll not want;
he makes me down to lie
in pastures green; he leadeth me
the quiet waters by.

My soul he doth restore again,
and me to walk doth make
within the paths of righteousness,
e’en for his own name’s sake.

Yea, though | walk through death’s dark vale,
yet will | fear no ill;

for thou art with me, and thy rod
and staff me comfort still.

My table thou hast furnishéd
in presence of my foes;

my head thou dost with oil anoint,
and my cup overflows.

Goodness and mercy all my life
shall surely follow me;

and in God’s house for evermore
my dwelling-place shall be.

Music: Brother James’ Air
Arranged by: Malcolm Archer (b.1952)

Communion Hymn

O Holy God, | know thee
I want to know thee more,
I want to know thee better
Than | have done before

So for the sake of Jesus,

Who lived and died for me
Take thou my life and make it
What thou wouldst have it be

21



O Holy God, I love thee

I want to love thee more
I want to love thee better
Than | have done before.

O Holy God, I Serve thee

I want to serve thee more
I want to serve thee better
Than | have done before.

Words and Music: Rev. Canon Roy Yin (1910-2010)

After communion all kneel as the chaplain says

Prayers after Communion

Give thanks to the Lord for God is gracious.
God’s mercy endures forever.

Whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus,
giving thanks to God the Father through him.

Colossians 3.17

Almighty God,

we thank you for feeding us

with the Body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. Through Christ
we offer you ourselves to be a living sacrifice.

Send us out in the power of your Spirit to live

and work to your praise and glory. Amen.

The Dismissal
Blessing

Go forth into the world in peace: be of good courage;

hold fast that which is good;

render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the faint hearted; support the weak;
help the afflicted; honour everyone; love and serve the Lord,

rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son,
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and the Holy Spirit be upon you, and remain with you always.
The choir sings

Amen.
Orlando Gibbons (1563-88)

All stand

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord:
In the name of Christ. Amen.

Recessional Hymn
during which the procession of candidates and clergy move out to the West Door
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Lord, for the years your love has kept and guided,
urged and inspired us, cheered us on our way,
sought us and saved us, pardoned and provided,
Lord of the years, we bring our thanks today.

| 7 1 1 |
I |4

Lord, for that word, the word of life which fires us,
speaks to our hearts and sets our souls ablaze,

teaches and trains, rebukes us and inspires us,
Lord of the word, receive your people’s praise.

Lord, for our land, in this our generation,
spirits oppressed by pleasure, wealth and care;
for young and old, for commonwealth and nation,
Lord of our land, be pleased to hear our prayer.
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Lord, for our world; when we disown and doubt him,
loveless in strength, and comfortless in pain;
hungry and helpless, lost indeed without him,
Lord of the world, we pray that Christ may reign.

Lord, for ourselves; in living power remake us,
self on the cross and Christ upon the throne;

past put behind us, for the future take us,
Lord of our lives, to live for Christ alone.

Words: Timothy Dudley Smith (1926-2024) Tune: Lord of the years

Michael Baughen (b.1930)
Descant: John Barnard (b.1948)

Remain standing as the choirs move out, then sit.
You are invited to be seated until invited to move out by a college prefect

Organ Voluntary
Toccata in G Théodore Dubois (1837-1924)

Thank you for worshipping with us.
Please take this order of service away with you to reflect on the prayers
hymns and readings as a reminder of your visit

+

Material from Common Worship is included in this service and is copyright © The

Archbishops’ Council. The service is by L. J. White. The Hymns are taken from the
College Hymnal. The Bible passages are read from the New Revised Standard Version
of the Bible (Anglicised edition).



