
Is there a contradiction here? On the one hand, Jesus claims 
unique authority to reveal the truth, which remains obscure to 
those who persist in following this world’s models for wisdom. 
On the other, Jesus openly invites all who are searching spiritually 
to come to him; they will find in his service a rest deeper than 
their current weariness. Yet the context is also important: Jesus 
exposes the stubbornness of those who reject John the Baptist 
for one reason and Jesus himself for the opposite reason, showing 
they were effectively closed to his claims and his offer of life. 

Music before the Service

Adagio in E			        Frank Bridge (1879–1941)

Order of Service

The congregation is asked to join in all text printed in bold.

If you are unable to stand at any point during the service, please 
feel free to remain seated.

The service is sung by the Chapel Choir 

Please remain silent before the service

Sunday 5th July 2026
7.30 am

Sung Eucharist
Fifth Sunday after Trinity

(Church of Ceylon Sunday)

The Chapel of 
The Transfiguration
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The Gathering
Please remain seated as the choir enters and takes their place.

Please stand as the servers and clergy enter.

Processional Hymn
during which the altar is censed

Christ is our corner-stone,
on him alone we build;
with his true saints alone
the courts of heaven are filled:
on his great love
our hopes we place
of present grace
and joys above.

O then with hymns of praise
these hallowed courts shall ring;
our voices we will raise
the Three in One to sing;
and thus proclaim
in joyful song,
both loud and long,
that glorious name.

Here, gracious God, do thou
for evermore draw nigh;
accept each faithful vow,
and mark each suppliant sigh;
in copious shower
on all who pray
each holy day
thy blessings pour.

Here may we gain from heaven
the grace which we implore;
and may that grace, once given,
be with us evermore,
until that day
when all the blest
to endless rest
are called away.

Words: John Chandler (1806–76)                                           Tune: Harewood
Samuel Wesley (1810–76)



3

Please remain standing. The celebrant continues

The Greeting

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen.

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ
be with you
and also with you.

“And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed 
you were called in the one body. And be thankful.” 

- Corinthians 3.15

Blessed be God
Blessed be God’s reign for ever. Amen.

All kneel and the lay assistant continues

Prayer of Preparation

Almighty God, 
to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, and from whom no secrets 
are hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

The lay assistant invites all to confess their sins

Prayers of Penitence

As we prepare to celebrate the mystery of God’s love,
revealed in Word and Sacrament,
let us call to mind our sins.

Silence is kept

Most merciful God, 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
we confess that we have sinned 
in thought, word and deed. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart. 
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
In your mercy forgive what we have been, 
help us to amend what we are, 
and direct what we shall be; that we may do justly, 
love mercy, and walk humbly with you, our God. 
Amen.
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The choir sings

Kyrie Eleison		  Lord, have mercy
Christe Eleison		  Christ, have mercy
Kyrie Eleison		  Lord, have mercy

The celebrant gives the Absolution

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

All stand to sing

Gloria

Glory be to God on high, 
and in earth peace, good will towards men, 
We praise thee we bless thee,
we worship thee, we glorify thee.
We give thanks to thee for thy great
glory, O Lord God, heavenly King,
God the Father Almighty.

O Lord, the only begotten Son,
Jesu Christ; O Lord God, Lamb
of God, Son of the Father that
takest away the sins of the world,
have mercy upon us. Thou that
takest away the sins of the world,
have mercy upon us. Thou that
takest away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer. Thou that
sittest at the right hand of God the
Father, have mercy upon us.

For thou only art holy, thou only
art the Lord: thou only, O Christ,
with the Holy Spirit, art most high
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

Silence is kept.

The lay assistant continues

The Collect for the Day

The Lord be with you
And with thy spirit

Let us pray.

All kneel. 
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O merciful God, 
who hast called thy Church to bear witness 
that thou wast in Christ reconciling the world unto thyself: 
Send forth labourers into thy harvest, 
and by thy Holy Spirit assist us to proclaim the glad tidings 
of thy love, that all who hear it 
may be reconciled unto thee; 
through Jesus Christ thy Son our Lord, 
who liveth and reigneth with thee, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 
world without end. 
Amen.

All sit.

The Liturgy of the Word

Old Testament Reading
Genesis 24. 34–38, 42–49, 58–67

So he said, ‘I am Abraham’s servant. The Lord has greatly blessed 
my master, and he has become wealthy; he has given him flocks 
and herds, silver and gold, male and female slaves, camels and 
donkeys. And Sarah my master’s wife bore a son to my master 
when she was old; and he has given him all that he has. My master 
made me swear, saying, “You shall not take a wife for my son 
from the daughters of the Canaanites, in whose land I live; but 
you shall go to my father’s house, to my kindred, and get a wife 
for my son.”

‘I came today to the spring, and said, “O Lord, the God of my 
master Abraham, if now you will only make successful the way I 
am going! I am standing here by the spring of water; let the young 
woman who comes out to draw, to whom I shall say, ‘Please 
give me a little water from your jar to drink,’ and who will say 
to me, ‘Drink, and I will draw for your camels also’—let her be 
the woman whom the Lord has appointed for my master’s son.”

‘Before I had finished speaking in my heart, there was Rebekah 
coming out with her water-jar on her shoulder; and she went 
down to the spring, and drew. I said to her, “Please let me 
drink.” She quickly let down her jar from her shoulder, and said, 
“Drink, and I will also water your camels.” So I drank, and she 
also watered the camels. Then I asked her, “Whose daughter are 
you?” She said, “The daughter of Bethuel, Nahor’s son, whom 
Milcah bore to him.” So I put the ring on her nose, and the 
bracelets on her arms. Then I bowed my head and worshipped 
the Lord, and blessed the Lord, the God of my master Abraham, 
who had led me by the right way to obtain the daughter of my 
master’s kinsman for his son. Now then, if you will deal loyally 
and truly with my master, tell me; and if not, tell me, so that I may 
turn either to the right hand or to the left.’

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God
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Remain seated.

from Psalm 45

Hear, O daughter, consider and incline your ear;
    forget your people and your father’s house,
    and the king will desire your beauty.
Since he is your lord, bow to him;
    the people of Tyre will seek your favour with gifts,
    the richest of the people with all kinds of wealth.

The princess is decked in her chamber with gold-woven robes;
    in many-coloured robes she is led to the king;
    behind her the virgins, her companions, follow.
With joy and gladness they are led along
    as they enter the palace of the king.

In the place of ancestors you, O king, shall have sons;
    you will make them princes in all the earth.
I will cause your name to be celebrated in all 		
	 generations; therefore the peoples will praise you 	
	 for ever and ever.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, 
and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning is now and shall be for ever. 
Amen.

Remain seated.

New Testament Reading
Romans 7. 15–25a

I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, 
but I do the very thing I hate. Now if I do what I do not want, 
I agree that the law is good. But in fact it is no longer I that do 
it, but sin that dwells within me. For I know that nothing good 
dwells within me, that is, in my flesh. I can will what is right, but 
I cannot do it. For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do 
not want is what I do. Now if I do what I do not want, it is no 
longer I that do it, but sin that dwells within me.

So I find it to be a law that when I want to do what is good, evil 
lies close at hand. For I delight in the law of God in my inmost 
self, but I see in my members another law at war with the law of 
my mind, making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my 
members. Wretched man that I am! Who will rescue me from 
this body of death? Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our 
Lord!

So then, with my mind I am a slave to the law of God, but with 
my flesh I am a slave to the law of sin.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God
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All stand to sing

Gradual Hymn

City of God, how broad and far
Outspread thy walls sublime!
The true thy chartered freemen are
Of every age and clime.

One holy Church, one army strong,
One steadfast, high intent;
One working band, one harvest-song,
One King omnipotent.

How purely hath thy speech come down
From man’s primaeval youth!
How grandly hath thine empire grown
Of freedom, love and truth!

How gleam thy watch-fires through the night
With never-fainting ray!
How rise thy towers, serene and bright,
To meet the dawning day!

In vain the surge’s angry shock,
In vain the drifting sands:
Unharmed upon the eternal Rock
The eternal City stands.

Words: Samuel Johnson, 1822-82                                            Tune: Richmond
Thomas Haweis, 1734-1820

Remain standing

The Gospel Reading

Choir:	 Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia 
All repeat:	  

Choir: 	 Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.
	 You have the words of eternal life.
 	 Alleluia.

The Lord be with you
And with thy spirit

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to 
St. Matthew, 11th Chapter, beginning at the 16th verse  
Glory be to thee, O Lord.
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‘But to what will I compare this generation? It is like children 
sitting in the market-places and calling to one another, “We 
played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we wailed, and 
you did not mourn.” For John came neither eating nor drinking, 
and they say, “He has a demon”; the Son of Man came eating 
and drinking, and they say, “Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a 
friend of tax-collectors and sinners!” Yet wisdom is vindicated 
by her deeds.’ At that time Jesus said, ‘I thank you, Father, Lord 
of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from 
the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; 
yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. All things have been 
handed over to me by my Father; and no one knows the Son 
except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son 
and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. ‘Come to 
me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I 
will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for 
I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your 
souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.’

At the end,
This is the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
Praise be to thee, O Christ

Remain standing until invited to be seated

Sermon
given by

Dr. Radeeka Mendis 
Sub Warden

All stand to sing

Affirmation of Faith

We believe in one God, 
the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,
And of all things visible and invisible;

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
the only-begotten Son of God, Begotten
of his Father before all worlds, 
God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, 
begotten, not made, 
being of one substance with the Father,
By whom all things were made:
Who for us men, and for our salvation
came down from heaven, 
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the
Virgin Mary, and was made man, 
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate, 
He suffered and was buried, 
and the third day he rose again 
according to the Scriptures, 
and ascended into heaven, 
and sitteth on the right hand of the Father. 
And he shall come again with glory to judge
both the quick and the dead: 
Whose Kingdom shall have no end.
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And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the
Lord, the giver of life, 
Who proceedeth from the Father, 
who with the Father and the Son together is
worshiped and glorified, who spake by the Prophets.
And we believe One Holy Catholic
and Apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one Baptism 
for the remission of sins. 
And we look for the Resurrection of the dead, 
And the life of the world to come. 
Amen.

All kneel or sit

Prayers of Intercession

during which the following response is used
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

The Liturgy of the Sacrament

All stand. The celebrant says

Greeting of Peace
		
Peace to you from God our heavenly Father.
Peace from his Son Jesus Christ who is our peace.
Peace from the Holy Spirit, the life-giver.
The peace of the triune God be always with you
And also with you.

Preparation of the Table

Offertory Hymn
during which the bread, wine and water are placed on the altar, 

and a collection is taken for the work of the chapel 

	

	 Church of God, elect and glorious,
		  holy nation, chosen race,
	 called as God’s own special people,
		  royal priests and heirs of grace;
	 know the purpose of your calling,
		  show to all his mighty deeds,
	 tell of love that knows no limits,
		  grace that meets all human needs.

	



	
	 God has called you out of darkness
		  into his most marvellous light,
	 brought his truth to life within you,
		  turned your blindness into sight.
	 Let your light so shine around you
		  that God’s name is glorified
	 and all find fresh hope and purpose
		  in Christ Jesus crucified.

	 Once you were an alien people,
		  strangers to God’s heart of love,
	 but he brought you home in mercy,
		  citizens of heaven above.
	 Let his love flow out to others,
		  let them feel the Father’s care,
	 that they too may know his welcome
		  and his countless blessings share.

	 Church of God, elect and holy,
		  be the people he intends,
	 strong in faith and swift to answer
		  each command your master sends.
	 Royal priests, fulfill your calling
		  through your sacrifice and prayer;
	 give your lives in joyful service
		  sing his praise, his love declare.

Words: J. E. Seddon (1915–83)     		                  Tune: Everton
                                       Henry Smart (1813–79)

Remain standing. The celebrant invites all to say, 

All things come from you and of your own do we give 
you, Creator and Lord of the universe, ever adored 
by the holy Angels. Accept these gifts of bread and 
wine and these offerings which we present at your 
holy table and with them the dedication of our lives 
for your service, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.



11

Remain standing

The Eucharistic Prayer
	 The Lord be with you
	 And with thy spirit

	 Lift up your hearts
	 We lift them up unto the Lord

	 Let us give thanks unto the Lord our God
	 It is meet and right so to do

It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at 
all times, and in all places, give thanks unto thee, O Lord, Holy 
Father, Almighty, Everlasting God.

	 And now we give thee thanks,
	 for that thou dost gather thy scattered children into thy 	
	 Church, calling us to be one people,
	 even as thou, O Father, art one with thy Son 
	 and the Holy Spirit.

Therefore with Angels, and Archangels, and with all the company 
of heaven, we laud and magnify thy glorious Name, evermore 
praising thee, and saying:

The choir sings
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of hosts, 
heaven and earth are full of thy glory. 
Glory be to thee, 
O Lord most high.

The people may prayerfully sit, kneel or remain standing

Holy indeed are you Almighty Father eternal Sovereign, who in 
all your gifts and works manifests your holiness to all humanity. 
Holy is your Only Begotten Son Jesus Christ, through whom you 
did order the universe. And Holy is your ever blessed Spirit who 
reveals all things, even the deep things of you O God. Just as you 
yourself are holy, so also you created us in your own image that 
we might live in holy fellowship. 

And when we disobeyed your commandments, you did not 
abandon us but you guided us as a merciful Father; you revealed 
yourself to us through the Sages, the Law and the Prophets, and 
through your redeeming acts in history, and when the time was 
ripe, you came among us through your Son Jesus, whom you sent 
into the world to share our human nature in order that the Lord 
Jesus might revive your own image in us. 

Generous God, Jesus loves us 
and sacrificed himself for us 
and heralded the new life 
in breaking bread with companions.
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On the very night that he was betrayed to suffer death upon the 
cross for us, the Lord Jesus took bread and when he had given 
thanks to you Almighty Father, he broke it and gave it to his 
disciples saying: 
Take, eat, this is my body which is given for you. 
Do this in remembrance of me.

In the same manner after supper, he took the cup also, and after 
giving thanks, he gave it to them saying: 
Drink, all of you from this, 
for this is my blood of the new covenant 
which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.

The Lord Jesus Christ is Saviour
Christ has died: 
Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again.
And so Father, we present this bread and cup in communion with 
your whole church, in fellowship with Blessed Mary, St. Thomas, 
and all the saints, and in union with all creation we celebrate 
your Son’s death and victory; giving thanks for all that Christ has 
done for us; for preparing us for all that lies ahead, we receive 
the benefits of Christ’s life, death, resurrection and session in 
glory, and we eagerly await the heavenly banquet after Christ’s 
coming again.

And we entreat you most merciful God to hear us and send 
your All Holy Spirit on us and on these your gifts, that they being 
blessed and hallowed by that life giving power, may be for us the 
Body and Blood of your most dearly loved Son, to the end that 
we receiving the same may be sanctified and filled with your grace 
and heavenly blessing.

Accept this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving; 
make us one body in Jesus Christ our Lord, 
by whom and with whom and in whom in the unity of
the Holy Spirit all honour and glory be to you 
Almighty Father, world without end. 
Amen.

Breaking of the Bread

The bread which we break 
is it not a sharing in the body of Christ?
We being many are one bread, 
one body for we all partake of the one bread.
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The Lord’s Prayer

As our Saviour Christ has taught us, we now pray

All sing

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever.
Amen.

The celebrant continues

The peace of the Lord be always with you
and also with you.

The gifts of God for the people of God

The choir sings

Benedictus

Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.

Deep Silence

The choir sings

Agnus Dei

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world
Have mercy upon us.
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world
Have mercy upon us.
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world
Grant us thy peace.

Giving of Communion 

The celebrant invites the people to receive the Holy Communion, 
saying

Draw near with faith and take this Holy Sacrament 
to your comfort.
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 
but only say the word and I shall be healed. 

Please sit. If you receive communion in your own church,
you are welcome to do so here.
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Remain seated to sing

Communion Hymn
	
	

	 Jesus, where’er thy people meet,
		  There they behold thy mercy-seat;
	 Where’er they seek thee, thou art found,
		  And every place is hallowed ground.

	 For thou, within no walls confined,
		  Inhabitest the humble mind;
	 Such ever bring thee where they come,
		  And going, take thee to their home.

	 Dear Shepherd of thy chosen few,
		  Thy former mercies here renew;
	 Here to our waiting hearts proclaim
		  The sweetness of thy saving name.

	 Here may we prove the power of prayer,
		  To strengthen faith and sweeten care;
	 To teach our faint desires to rise,
		  And bring all heaven before our eyes.

	 Lord, we are few, but thou art near;
		  Nor short thine arm, nor deaf thine ear;
	 O rend the heavens, come quickly down,
		  And make a thousand hearts thine own!

Words: William Cowper (1731–1800)       		       Tune: St. Sepulchre                                           
George Cooper (1820–76)

After communion please remain kneeling or seated as the celebrant 
says

Prayers after Communion

Give thanks to the Lord for God is gracious. 
God’s mercy endures forever. 

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 
so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.”

Romans 15.13

Almighty God, 
we thank you for feeding us 
with the Body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Through Christ we offer you ourselves 
to be a living sacrifice. 
Send us out in the power of your Spirit to live 
and work to your praise and glory. 
Amen.
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Remain seated to sing

Communion Hymn
	
	

	 Jesus, where’er thy people meet,
		  There they behold thy mercy-seat;
	 Where’er they seek thee, thou art found,
		  And every place is hallowed ground.

	 For thou, within no walls confined,
		  Inhabitest the humble mind;
	 Such ever bring thee where they come,
		  And going, take thee to their home.

	 Dear Shepherd of thy chosen few,
		  Thy former mercies here renew;
	 Here to our waiting hearts proclaim
		  The sweetness of thy saving name.

	 Here may we prove the power of prayer,
		  To strengthen faith and sweeten care;
	 To teach our faint desires to rise,
		  And bring all heaven before our eyes.

	 Lord, we are few, but thou art near;
		  Nor short thine arm, nor deaf thine ear;
	 O rend the heavens, come quickly down,
		  And make a thousand hearts thine own!

Words: William Cowper (1731–1800)       		       Tune: St. Sepulchre                                           
George Cooper (1820–76)

After communion please remain kneeling or seated as the celebrant 
says

Prayers after Communion

Give thanks to the Lord for God is gracious. 
God’s mercy endures forever. 

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 
so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.”

Romans 15.13

Almighty God, 
we thank you for feeding us 
with the Body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Through Christ we offer you ourselves 
to be a living sacrifice. 
Send us out in the power of your Spirit to live 
and work to your praise and glory. 
Amen.

The celebrant continues

The Dismissal
Blessing

God the Holy Trinity make you strong in faith and love,
defend you on every side, and guide you in truth and peace;
and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son
and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always.
Amen.

All stand
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord
In the name of Christ. Amen. 

All stand to sing

Recessional Hymn
during which the servers and clergy depart

	

	

	

Go to the world! Go into all the earth;
Go preach the cross where Christ renews life’s worth,
Baptizing as the sign of our rebirth. 
Alleluia. Alleluia.

Go to the world! Go into every place;
Go live the word of God’s redeeming grace;
Go seek God’s presence in each time and space. 
Alleluia. Alleluia.

Go to the world! Go struggle, bless, and pray;
The nights of tears give way to joyful day.
As servant Church, you follow Christ’s own way. 
Alleluia. Alleluia.

Go to the World! Go as the ones I send,
For I am with you till the age shall end,
When all the host of glory cry, “Amen.” 
Alleluia. Alleluia.

Words: Sylvia Dunstan (1955–1993)      	                         Tune: Sine Nomine
	    	  	           	        Ralph V. Williams (1872–1958)	

		

Remain standing as the choir moves out, then sit. 
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Music after the Service

Trumpet Tune in D       		              David Johnson (1922–87) 

Material from Common Worship is included in this service and is copyright © The 
Archbishops’ Council. The text for the day is written by The text for the day is 
written by The text for the day is by Martin Leckebusch is a Christian author 
based in Gloucestershire, U.K. Hymns are taken from the College Hymnal. The 
Bible passages are read from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible (Anglicised 
edition). 


